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The first access to spatial information is via 
geographical names

- They are core reference data components (Inspire)
→ (in general) still neglected

- They are geographic identifiers used for indirect spatial 
referencing (ISO 19112)
→ but there is no standardization organisation with power behind it

- They have to be integrated into national spatial data 
infrastructures (United Nations, Res VIII/6, 2002)

→ are (in general) not yet fully integrated into national spatial data 
infrastructures
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Identified needs to set up EuroGeoNames
Request for

- officially approved national names data (endonyms),

- relating exonyms with official endonyms, and vice versa,
- avoiding storage and maintenance of secondary data sets,
- continuous updating of geographical names data by the 

countries,
- integrating names data into National Spatial Data 

Infrastructures (NSDI) and ESDI,

as expressed by EC services, translators and 
interpreters, tourism, news agencies, etc.
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Analysis of EU policies versus INSPIRE data components
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Annex I Coordinate reference systems X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 17 
Annex I Geographical grid systems X X   X X X X X X X X     X X X   13 
Annex I Geographical names X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 17 
Annex I Administrative units X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 17 
Annex I Transport networks X X X X X X X X X X X     X X X X 15 
Annex I Hydrography X X X X X   X X   X X X X X X X X 15 
Annex I Protected sites   X   X X X X X   X X X  X X    11 
                                        

Annex II Elevation X X X X X X X X X X X     X X   X 14 
Annex II Addresses X   X           X           X X X 6 
Annex II Cadastral parcels X   X X X X X   X X X X X  X X X 14 
Annex II Land cover  X   X X X X X X X X X    X X X X 14 
Annex II Ortho-imagery X X X X X X X X X X X     X X X X 15 
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Concept
an integrated element of a European Spatial Data Infrastructure (ESDI)
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Endonyms

Ständiger Ausschuss für geographische NamenStAGNSome official local names forms (endonyms) 
of the Danube river
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Exonyms

Ständiger Ausschuss für geographische NamenStAGN

Names of European cities spelt in their local 
language (endonym) and in other European 
languages (exonym)
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The 1st step to set up EuroGeoNames:

- To carry out a survey / inventory (SI-EGN) on the availability, 
quality, accessibility, responsibility for geographical names in
European countries,

- To evaluate the survey,

- To conduct interviews with GI stakeholders to estimate and 
evaluate the market potential for EGN.

The The The 2nd step2nd step2nd step:::
--- Submission of a proposal to Submission of a proposal to Submission of a proposal to eContenteContenteContent+++ ⇒⇒⇒ EGN serviceEGN serviceEGN service
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Partners for the survey/inventory SI-EGN
- EuroGeographics (Association of National Mapping Agencies),

- University of Utrecht,

- Land Survey Office of Austria,

- Land Survey Office of Slovenia,

- ESRI Germany,

- BKG, Frankfurt am Main (project coordinator)

supported by

- UN Group of Experts for Geographical names (UNGEGN)

- Association for GI in South-East Europe (AGISEE) 



Status: 
July 2005

Detailed 
questionnaire  

replies

28 countries

StAGN Ständiger Ausschuss für geographische Namen
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Results of detailedQ replies

Q IV.5 Would you allow to use extracts of your database 
during a test phase?

YES Don’t know yet NO

25 3 1
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Results of detailedQ replies

Q IV.6 In principle, would your organization cooperate to 
EGN?

YES Don’t know yet NO

25 3 1
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Results of detailedQ replies
Q IV.7 State some conditions concerning accessibility of 

data

Individual searches free of charge?
YES Don’t know yet NO no reply

21 2 2 3 
Downloading multiple datasets?
Free of charge Nominal charge Reasonable profit

2 17 24
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Results of detailedQ replies

Q III.2.9 Is a list of selected exonyms in the language of 
your country available?

Not yet (4): CZ
HR
LV
TR
IE

No (8): AL
CH(fr, it, rm)

DK
ES
GB
PT
SE
SK

Yes (15): AT HU
BG IS
CH(de) LT
CY NL
DE NO
ES PL
FI SI 
FR Don‘t know (2)
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SI-EGN final report

- Edited by 
University of Utrecht
and BKG

- Contributions made by 
BEV, Austria and 
SMA, Slovenia

available through:

www.eurogeonames.com
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The The The 1st step1st step1st step to set upto set upto set up EuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNames:::

--- To carry out a To carry out a To carry out a survey / inventorysurvey / inventorysurvey / inventory (SI(SI(SI---EGN) on the availability, EGN) on the availability, EGN) on the availability, 
quality, accessibility, responsibility for geographical names inquality, accessibility, responsibility for geographical names inquality, accessibility, responsibility for geographical names in
European countries,European countries,European countries,

--- To To To evaluateevaluateevaluate the survey,the survey,the survey,

--- To conduct To conduct To conduct interviewsinterviewsinterviews with GI stakeholders to estimate and with GI stakeholders to estimate and with GI stakeholders to estimate and 
evaluate the market potential for EGN.evaluate the market potential for EGN.evaluate the market potential for EGN.

The 2nd step:
- Submission of a proposal to eContent+ ⇒ EGN service
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eContentPlus Programme of EC

149 M € (26.6 M € in 2005) 
granted by the Council and the European Parliament for 

- Educational content (30%)

- Cultural content, scientific information and scholarly 
content (40%)

- Geographic information (30%)

Deadlines:
publication of the call July 2005
submission of proposals 24th November 2005
start of funding expected mid 2006
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Status of work

- Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical 
names data (SI-EGN) -> SI-EGN Final Report

--- Establishment of the Establishment of the Establishment of the EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames ConsortiumConsortiumConsortium

--- Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of 
InterestInterestInterest

--- Submission of the Submission of the Submission of the EuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNames proposal to the proposal to the proposal to the 
eContenteContenteContentplus plus plus programme of the EC in 2005, November 23programme of the EC in 2005, November 23programme of the EC in 2005, November 23

--- Actions for updating the Actions for updating the Actions for updating the EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames websitewebsitewebsite
www.www.www.eurogeonameseurogeonameseurogeonames.com.com.com
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Status of work

--- Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical 
names data (SInames data (SInames data (SI---EGN) EGN) EGN) ---> SI> SI> SI---EGN Final ReportEGN Final ReportEGN Final Report

- Establishment of the EuroGeoNames Consortium

- Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of 
Interest

--- Submission of the Submission of the Submission of the EuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNames proposal to the proposal to the proposal to the 
eContenteContenteContentplus plus plus programme of the EC in 2005, November 23programme of the EC in 2005, November 23programme of the EC in 2005, November 23

--- Actions for updating the Actions for updating the Actions for updating the EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames websitewebsitewebsite
www.www.www.eurogeonameseurogeonameseurogeonames.com.com.com
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The EuroGeoNames Consortium

- BKG Germany (coordinator) 
- Austrian Bundesamt für Eich- und Vermessungswesen
- Surveying and Mapping Authority of the Republic of 

Slovenia
- EuroGeographics Head Office (EGHO)
- Utrecht University 
- EDINA National Data centre
- Geodan IT Holding 
- GeoTask Germany 
- ESRI Germany
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The Reference Group

Austria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Finland, France, 
Germany, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Norway, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, The 
Netherlands, Turkey 

signed a 
‘Declaration of Participation’
(or are Consortium members)
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The EGN Group of Interest

OGC Europe, UNGEGN (United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names) and several divisions, ICA, Eurogi, DDGI
(German umbrella organization for GI), GDI-DE (Secretariat of the 
German spatial data infrastructure), Imagi (Interministerial Committee for 
GI of the German Federation), AGISEE (Association for GI in South-
East-Europe), National Geographic Germany, ICOS (International 
Commission of Onomastics Sciences), Westermann (German publishing 
house for school atlases), 
Ed. Hölzel (Austrian publishing house for school atlases), CartoTravel
(German publishing house of GI products), EEA (European Environment 
Agency), PCGN (United Kingdom Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names), Greenland Language Secretariat
(Oqaasileriffik).

signed a ‘Letter of Support’
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Status of work

--- Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical 
names data (SInames data (SInames data (SI---EGN) EGN) EGN) ---> SI> SI> SI---EGN Final ReportEGN Final ReportEGN Final Report

--- Establishment of the Establishment of the Establishment of the EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames ConsortiumConsortiumConsortium

--- Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of 
InterestInterestInterest

- Submission of the EuroGeoNames proposal to the 
eContentplus programme of the EC in 2005, November 23

--- Actions for updating the Actions for updating the Actions for updating the EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames websitewebsitewebsite
www.www.www.eurogeonameseurogeonameseurogeonames.com.com.com
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Plans for 2006

Date Event 

- January 2006 Evaluation by EC

- April 2006 Opening of negotiations with EC

- June – July 2006 Completion of negotiations, 
award decision, individual 
commitments, grant agreements 
signature

- August 2006 Project initiation ?
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Spiral engineering process for 2006 - 2008
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Possible service architecture & data flow
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Examples for use cases (1)

Location based information 
on Pozzuolo, Toscana (IT) 
and its pronunciation,

possibly directly from the 
Italian data repository!

International 
purchase of 
properties
with Internet property 
services 

⇒ EGN service 
could provide 
additional location 
based information



Ständiger Ausschuss für geographische Namen
Permanent Committee on Geographical NamesStAGN UNGEGN

Dutch- and German-speaking Division (DGSD)

Examples for use cases (2)

Provision of 
European news

⇒ EGN service 
could provide 
additional location 
based information

EGN service integrated in a 
news portal as additional 
functionality

e.g. search for “Macedonia”

UNGEGN
Dutch- and German-speaking Division (DGSD)
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Examples for use cases (3)

Google Earth 
Application

⇒ EGN service 
could provide 
additional location 
based information

EGN service integrated in 
the Google Earth portal as 
additional functionality

e.g. provision of the 
exonyms related to Milano

UNGEGN
Dutch- and German-speaking Division (DGSD)
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Status of work

--- Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical Completion of the survey/inventory on European geographical 
names data (SInames data (SInames data (SI---EGN) EGN) EGN) ---> SI> SI> SI---EGN Final ReportEGN Final ReportEGN Final Report

--- Establishment of the Establishment of the Establishment of the EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames EuroGeoNames ConsortiumConsortiumConsortium

--- Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of Establishment of the Reference Group & the EGN Group of 
InterestInterestInterest

--- Submission of the Submission of the Submission of the EuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNamesEuroGeoNames proposal to the proposal to the proposal to the 
eContenteContenteContentplus plus plus programme of the EC in 2005, November 23programme of the EC in 2005, November 23programme of the EC in 2005, November 23

- Actions for updating the EuroGeoNames website
www.eurogeonames.com
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www.eurogeonames.com

or via
www.eurogeographics.org/
eng/03_projects_EuroGeoN

ames
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Advantages

- Accessibility of geographical names (GN) and their related 
toponymic attributes (e.g. exonyms, language, scripts/diacritics etc.),

- Continuous updating by the EU countries themselves, i.e. no 
secondary data sets,

- Endonym as a first entry,

- Considering of approved minority language names,

- Higher attractiveness of services / geoportals,

- Bringing in the knowledge of GN experts.

⇒ Stimulating cooperation and the better integration of 
GN in a European SDI
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Thank you for your attention!

www.eurogeonames.com

Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu
EuroGeoNames Technical Manager

c/o Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy (BKG)
Richard-Strauss-Allee 11
D-60598 Frankfurt am Main
pier.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de

http://www.eurogeonames.com/
http://www.eurogeonames.com/
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